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THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON 
PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 
DAYTON, OHIO 45409 AREA CODE 513 461-5500 EXT. 500 
JOE McLAUGHLIN 
DIRECTOR, GENERAL PUBLICITY 
DAYTON, Ohio, March 26, 1969 --- The University of Dayton has been awarded a 
$31,000 contract by the Air Force Flight Dynamics Laboratory to study aircraft tire-
soil interaction and flotation criteria related to aircraft landing gear. 
The aim of this study is to determine the capability of aircraft to operate on 
and take off from soil runways. Parameters that affect the sinkage of aircraft tires 
and the drag that the soil imposes on the tires will be evaluated . 
Aircraft tire-soil tests are currently being carried out at Waterways Experimental 
Station, Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
Dr. David Kraft, 540 E. Rahn Road, associate professor of Civil Engineering , is the 
principal investigator. Dr. Kraft joined the University of Dayton in 1965. He received 
a B.S. degree in civil engineering from the University of Dayton in 1959 , an N.S. from 
the University of Notre Dame in 1961, and a Ph.D. from Ohio State University in 1964. 
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